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The Career-Path Selections of Second
Generation Men and the Brazilian

Community:
The Case of the Study Support Class in Tsurumi, Yokohama

FUJINAMI Kai  Hitotsubashi University
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This paper aims to reveal the relation between the structure of migrant community and
the career-path selections of second generation men from the case of Brazilian community in
Tsurumi, Yokohama. In the participant observation in the study support class for Brazilian
junior high school students, the author found a certain difference between genders. That
is the difference of thoughts on schoolwork and courses after graduation from junior high
school. Women have a tendency to hope to proceed to higher education. By contrast, men
have suspicions on schoolwork and proceeding there. Why are there such differences?
Especially, why do men have such suspicions and what course do they take after graduating
from junior high school?

Japanese previous research on migrants’ education discusses macro and micro level
factors, such as structural backgrounds and agency. Nevertheless, we cannot explain above-
mentioned questions from such standpoints. Therefore, to examine second generation men’s
tendency, the author focuses on meso level factors, that is, the gendered structure of the
migrant community.

From the interviews and participant observation in the class, the author reveals that
the ethnicized and gendered labor market of this community makes the gender gap of
institutional completeness of the community and it affects mothers’ and fathers’ pressures
to their sons and above-mentioned men’s thoughts. From this result, the author suggests
the need to focus on the gendered structure of migrant community not only when analyzing

second generation women, but also when analyzing second generation men.
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