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The Background and Process of the
Deliberation of the Anti-Discrimination
Bill in 2015:

The Situation of “the Absence of Legal Approach for Racial
Discrimination” in Japan and its Change
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In this paper, I examine how the situation of “the absence of the legal approach for racial
discrimination” is changing in Japan through seeing the process of the deliberation and
the social background of the anti-discrimination bill submitted to Upper House in 2015.
First, I overview the framework of anti-racism legislation in foreign countries and describe
the social background of the debate of the anti-discrimination bill in Japan. Second, I
examine the point of the bill, especially focusing on the definition of “hate speech” or “racial
discrimination.” Third, I summarize the process of the deliberation in the Upper House
Judicial Affairs Committee in August 2015 and the media coverage of the bill. Through
these examinations, I will indicate that the situation of “the absence of the legal approach for

racial discrimination” in Japan is beginning to change slowly but surely.

192 Migration Policy Review 2016 Vol. 8



