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In November 2011, attorneys at law belonging to Tokyo Bar Association and other members visited
Harmondsrowth Immigration Removal Centre close to Heathrow Airport UK, which detains one of the
biggest numbers of people in Europe. What the visiting members saw in the Centre was totally different
from what you see in Japanese immigration detention institutions. There in the Centre the visiting
members saw detainees make contact with people outside of the Centre with mobile phones and internet.
Detainees can meet visitors at a comfortable lounge without any acrylic boards and limitation of time.
Detainees can even brush up their skills at English conversation class, art class and IT training class and
enjoy playing various instruments at a music room. The medical facilities are also excellent. There
doctors treat detainees everyday and nurses stay at the Centre 24-hour a day. This report shows details
on what the visiting members saw and heard at the Immigration Removal Centre in the United Kingdom
and gives you a hint on the direction Japanese immigration detention institutions has to learn. Japanese
Immigration Bureau has to improve the way to treat detainees at least or immediately release them in

order to catch up with international standard.
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Japan-China is About to Enter an Era
of Battling for Labour

Mo Bangfu

Author, Journalist
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importation into China”

My motivation as a journalist to pursue the “foreign intern issues” in Japan, for which I have spent over
15 years, is now gradually declining.

Reason for this demotivation comes from my latest observation that the Chinese technical interns,
whose population seems to have reached an absolute majority among all foreign workers today, will
decrease massively before long. The phenomenon of dispatching Chinese workforce overseas, especially
into Japan, will not be visible within 10 years at the longest. There is no doubt that the issues of human
rights relief involving foreign technical interns will continue to emerge in many occasions. When it
comes to the cases involving Chinese technical interns, however, I think the number will start to decrease
from now on. In China, there seems to be another emerging social issue - labour shortage.

Thereby, I intend to shift my journalistic interests from Chinese intern issues, or a labour exportation
from China, toward an issue of "foreign labour importation into China" that is expected to arise in due

course.
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