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Many studies on the amended Korean Nationality Act focus on the immigrants inside
the country, such as unskilled labors and foreign brides. The problem with the focus on
the inner characters these lacks of attention to the actors outer the country: the Korean
adoptees overseas. The objective of this research is to show the process of the adoptees
acquiring the right of holding their multiple nationalities while transforming themselves
to identify with a mixture of cultures, or what they call a “hybrid” one. The paper will
first examine the amending process of the Korean Nationality Act, which aims to acquire
high-skilled foreigners as its citizens and has yielded the adoptees right to hold their
multiple citizenships from the early stage of discussions. Second, it details the reactions of
the adoptees in Sweden toward the multiple nationalities. Based on these cases, this paper
argues that multiple nationality holders have started to present a new concept of identity,
which could be called as the transnational identity, which cannot be rigidly defined within

the national frameworks.
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Dutch Immigration Policies and
Turkish and Kurdish Activities after
the 1980s

— Turkish and Kurdish Responses to the ‘“Pillar” System

TERAMOTO Megumi

Tsuda College

Key Words: Dutch immigration policy, “pillarization”, Muslims in the Netherlands

The aim of this study is to consider how Turks and Kurds responded to the “pillar” system in the
Netherlands. The Netherlands was known as the “pillarized” society. Even though the Dutch society
experienced “depillarization” in the 1960s, the “pillar” system has remained as the preexisting laws and
the Dutch immigration policy in the 1980s.

From surveying of previous articles and monographs, we can find that the Muslims including Turkish
and Moroccan immigrants founded their own Islamic schools making use of the preexisting law in the
late 1980s. However, the Kurdish organizations did not participate in the movements to establish the
schools because of the Kurdish experiences under the harsh oppression in Turkey.

At the same time, the Kurdish organizations emerged within the Kurdish community gradually in the
Netherlands as well as other European countries. The Dutch immigration policy in the 1980s opened the
way for the cultural activities by the Kurdish organizations. Compared to Germany, the Dutch government
was tolerant of their activities which show the Kurdish identity.

After the 1990s, the Dutch immigration policy was changed to the civic integration policy. However,
the Kurdish organizations continue their activities and involve the Kurds in the festivals like Newroz, the

Kurdish New Year on 21 March.
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