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Multiple Nationalities and A New
Perspective on Identity

— A Case Study of the Korean Adoptees’ Positions in the Amended
Korean Nationality Act in 2010

SHIBA Mari

Nagoya University

Key Words: intercountry adoptions, the Korean Nationality Act, identity

Many studies on the amended Korean Nationality Act focus on the immigrants inside
the country, such as unskilled labors and foreign brides. The problem with the focus on
the inner characters these lacks of attention to the actors outer the country: the Korean
adoptees overseas. The objective of this research is to show the process of the adoptees
acquiring the right of holding their multiple nationalities while transforming themselves
to identify with a mixture of cultures, or what they call a “hybrid” one. The paper will
first examine the amending process of the Korean Nationality Act, which aims to acquire
high-skilled foreigners as its citizens and has yielded the adoptees right to hold their
multiple citizenships from the early stage of discussions. Second, it details the reactions of
the adoptees in Sweden toward the multiple nationalities. Based on these cases, this paper
argues that multiple nationality holders have started to present a new concept of identity,
which could be called as the transnational identity, which cannot be rigidly defined within

the national frameworks.
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