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Management of Immigration Policy
Immigration Policy of Conservative Administration in Korea
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Korea’s immigration policy underwent a dramatic transformation under the ten years of
liberal administration. With the 2004 implementation of the Employment Permit System (EPS)
and the enactment in 2007 of the Act on the Treatment of Foreigners Residing in Korea, Korea
adopted its first comprehensive immigration policy framework. However, with the inauguration
in 2008 of a conservative administration under Lee Myung-pak, Korea’s immigration policy
turned a new corner. At the onset, it was believed that the new conservative government would
make clear a shift of emphasis to “competitiveness” in the operation of immigration policies,
drawing a clear line with the liberal administration, which has emphasized “human rights”
However, looking at the concrete measures taken by the new administration in its first two years,
it has maintained the major policies of the previous administration, centered around the EPS
and Act on the Treatment of Foreigners Residing in Korea, but in the actual operation of policies
has made use of policy measures to strengthen management in its immigration policy. As one
example, we can cite the decision to enact major cuts in the quota for unskilled workers in 2009,
along with a decision to expand the acceptance of highly skilled personnel and adjustments
of general policies with immigration policy with the aim to eliminate the mismatches in the
domestic labor market for foreigners.

This paper explores the direction of immigration policy under the conservative government,
while examining concrete examples of the new government’s operation of policies, under what

can be seen as an adverse policy environment.
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